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Did you know that the base tornado siren is tested every Wednesday at noon? The only exceptions are during
announced exercises or when thunderstorms are expected or occurring in the Oklahoma City area.  

Base weather, or the back-up location at the command post, sounds the siren in conjunction with the National Weather
Service’s weekly alert test.  

During severe weather events, weather forecasters at Tinker keep an eye on sensitive forecasting equipment and on
sky conditions to protect base personnel and assets. The tornado siren will only be sounded if a tornado is expected to
directly affect Tinker.  

It is possible to hear Midwest City’s sirens while Tinker’s sirens are not activated. This is due in part because the
National Weather Service issues warnings by county, where base weather is able to focus on a much more precise scale. 

For example, a tornado in Edmond and resulting tornado warning for Oklahoma County will cause the sirens to be
activated for Midwest City, but not necessarily at Tinker or vice versa.

After sounding the sirens, base weather also issues the tornado warning over the Tinker Messaging System with a
forced computer screen pop-up and siren if the speakers are turned on.  

Base personnel should know the location of their tornado shelter and move there immediately upon notification of the
warning. 

Remember, a vehicle does not offer adequate shelter from a tornado, and you should exit and seek low ground in a
ditch if caught in a vehicle. Each access gate to Tinker is equipped with a tornado shelter for the safety of base person-
nel.  

A tornado exercise is conducted yearly prior to the spring severe weather season to test Tinker’s severe weather
response. This year’s exercise is set for March 2. 

For up-to-date weather information, visit the base weather Web site at https://www.tinker.af.mil/weather.

Preparation first step in tornado safety plans
Steve Serrette

72nd Air Base Wing Safety Office

There are few words in the English
language that bring about as much
concern as the word “tornado.” Of all
nature’s moods, this is perhaps the
most violent.  

Though not as large-scale as a hur-
ricane, or as long-lived as a
Nor’easter, this particular severe
weather event has occurred in every
state, including Alaska and Hawaii. 

As a matter of fact, the average life
cycle of one is only eight-minutes, but
it can be the longest eight-minutes of
one’s life. 

Tornados have occurred at virtually
every time of the day, sometimes at
night and early morning. Most often
in the afternoon or early evening.  

Tornadoes are storm-related events
requiring a relatively rare combina-
tion of atmospheric conditions for
them to form.  Even so, there are
approximately 1,000 of them annually
in the United States.  

Knowing that an area is prone to
tornadoes is the first step to becoming
prepared for one. Know what the
immediate, short-term or long-term
potential is for severe weather in the
area. 

The key to being safe is to have a
plan. Knowing what to do when a tor-
nado is approaching will help you get
out of harm’s way, fast. 

Currently, there are two stages of
alert in place. A tornado watch means
that conditions are favorable for the
formation of a tornado. A tornado
warning means that a tornadic event
has been detected, either by radar or
by trained storm spotters relaying
information to the National Weather
Service. 

Be aware of what the experts are
saying the potential is for severe
weather. Be aware of local warning
systems. Also, a NOAA weather radio
is an easily affordable and easily
acquired appliance that can keep you
abreast of developing situations.  

Have a safe area to go to like the
most interior room without windows
on the lowest floor possible and have
helmets for head protection. Even bet-
ter, if possible have an underground
shelter or above-ground safe room in
which to seek refuge. Keep items like
credit cards, emergency cash, a porta-
potty, pet food, water, a change of
clothes and shoes and other valuables
in a plastic box that you can easily
grab and take to the shelter. Don’t for-
get your pets. 

Keep the proper insurance on your
vehicle, home and its belongings. At
work, know your shelter location and
be familiar with the proceedings that
could inevitably save your life.

Think ahead.

DDiissaasstteerr  SSuupppplliieess  KKiitt  BBaassiiccss
The following items might be needed at home or for an evacuation. Keeping them in an easy-to-carry

backpack or duffel bag near your designated shelter area is advised. Store the kit in a convenient place
known to all family members. Kit basics are:

• Three-day food supply • Non-electric can opener
• Water • Flashlight and extra batteries
• First aid kit and first aid manual • Supply of prescription medications
• Credit card and cash • Personal identification
• An extra set of car keys • Matches in a waterproof container
• Map of area and important phone numbers
• A portable, battery-powered radio or television and extra batteries
• Special needs, for example, diapers or formula, copies of prescriptions, hearing aid batteries, spare

eyeglasses or other physical needs.

On-base numbers; emergencies, non-emergencies
All Emergency situations: CALL 911 - Fire, life threatening injury/threat of loss of limb or life threat-

ening risk such as a gas leak, downed power lines or being trapped. 

Tinker AFB Non-Emergency situations: Call your facility manager or Civil Engineering Customer

Service at 734-3117 (24hr). Military family housing and dorms residents call Civil Engineering

Customer Service for non-life threaten damage homes or dorms. – Water leaks, damaged windows and

doors, downed tree and debris, roof damage and leaks. 

TToorrnnaaddoo  WWaattcchh
Monitor local radio/television stations for current information.

Implement unit tornado watch and tornado shelter preparations. 

• Ensure shelter area is clear of debris.

• Check first aid kit

• Put batteries in flashlights

• Check communications

• Monitor weather radios

• Determine when to relocate to designated shelter or dismiss personnel

• Consider cancelling or curtailing training events

• Curtail or prohibit routine business movement outside of unit facilities

• Use sign out boards to account for personnel away from duty sections

• Implement unit procedures for assisting the handicapped as necessary.  Consider                 

sending the “Movement Impaired” to shelters early.

Notify all on duty unit personnel of weather conditions.  Ensure notification of personnel working in

high noise areas.  Ensure personnel are briefed of tornado shelter locations. Secure or shelter outdoor

equipment and materials if time permits.  Immediately contact the Incident Command Center and dial

911 upon spotting tornados.

TToorrnnaaddoo  WWaarrnniinngg
•Notify personnel to take immediate cover.  Account for all on duty personnel. Ensure all personnel

remain in shelter until notified of “All Clear” through your chain of command.

•Personnel must not be permitted to leave shelter until the outside has been assessed for life-threaten-

ing hazards.

•Monitor local media and weather radios for current situation updates.  The “ALL CLEAR” will

NOT be sounded using the base Siren System.  

•Additional sirens indicate a new tornado threat.  Notification will be sent through the unit chain of

command or provided by Emergency Responders when necessary.

•Account for all on duty personnel.  Perform damage assessment.  Report damage to the Disaster

Control Center or call Civil Engineer Customer Service Desk at 734-3117. Report unit status to the

Incident Command Center.  Assist the injured and call 911 for badly injured personnel.
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